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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on June 2, 
2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-7, 10-14, and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 10-12, 14, and 17-20 are indefinite because it is unclear how 
the blade and the terminal are secured or directly secured to the fixed support. The 
specification states that the blade and the terminal are rigidly secured to the fixed 
support, but only discloses that they are within the slots of the mounting bracket. It is 
unclear how the slots "secure" or "directly secure" the blade and the terminal to the fixed 
support. 

Claims 7, 13, and 18 are indefinite because it is unclear how the switch blade 
extends to the mounting hole to contact the fastener. The specification discloses that 
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the blade 28 contacts a conductive insert 47 which forms the hole for the fastener. The 
drawing shows the insert as being a square member adjacent to the hole 20, but neither 
discloses the blade 28 contacting a fastener. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-7, 10-14, and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yamazaki et al (US 5,243,856) in view of Flumignan et al (US 
4,431,884), as best understood. 

Yamazaki et al disclose a parking brake actuator for a motor vehicle, said parking 
brake actuator comprising, in combination: a fixed support (2); a lever (4) pivotably 
connected to said support for movement between brake-releasing and brake-engaging 
positions; a locking mechanism (27) adapted to releasably maintain said lever in said 
brake-engaging position; an electrical switch (15) operable to indicate when said lever is 
out of said brake-releasing position ; wherein said switch is located near a mounting 
hole formed in the fixed support which receives a fastener to secure the fixed support to 
the motor vehicle (see Fig 1 ) and wherein said switch extends to the mounting hole to 
contact the fastener in the mounting hole to connect the switch to ground (well known). 
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Yamazaki et al do not disclose a fixed support comprised of plastic; wherein said 
switch includes a blade comprised of an electrically conductive material and directly 
secured to said fixed support; wherein said switch includes a terminal comprised of an 
electrically conductive material and directly secured to said fixed support;; and wherein 
said blade is spaced-apart from said terminal to open an electric circuit including the 
fastener when the lever is in the brake-releasing position and wherein said blade is in 
direct electrical contact with said terminal to close the electric circuit including the 
fastener when the lever is in the brake-engaging position. 

Flumignan et al teach the use of a fixed support (60) comprised of plastic (col. 5 
lines 2-10); wherein a switch including a blade (100) comprised of an electrically 
conductive material and directly secured to said fixed support; wherein said switch 
includes a terminal (88) comprised of an electrically conductive material and directly 
secured to said fixed support (see Fig 5B); and wherein said blade is spaced-apart from 
said terminal to open an electric circuit when the lever is in a first position and wherein 
said blade is in direct electrical contact with said terminal to close the electric circuit 
including the fastener when the lever is in a second position (see Fig 5C). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the device of Yamazaki et al to include the teachings of 
Flumignan et al in order to facilitate assembly. 

Re claims 2-6, 12, 14, and 19, Flumignan et al discloses a unitary mounting 
bracket with slots (74) as a one-piece unit (see Fig 5B) 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vicky A. Johnson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7106. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:00a-3:30p). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Vicky A. Johnson/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3682 



